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CHAPTER 1: 
CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND 

Government of India launched the Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) on 25 June 2015 to provide all-

weather pucca houses to all eligible families with all 

basic civic amenities in the urban areas of the country to 

ful�l vision the vision of Hon'ble Prime Minister of 

'Housing for All'. Under the Mission, Government of India 

provides centra l  assistance/ subsidy to the 

bene�ciaries through State/UT governments and 

Central Nodal Agencies. 

1.1 Relevance  

PMAY-U is one of the largest housing programs in the 

world. It is highly relevant and aligned with national 

development priorities and global goals for providing 

'Housing for All'. Recognizing the need for tenure 

security, the Mission acknowledges the demand for 

housing across EWS, LIG and MIG sector and aims to build 

adequate physical and social infrastructure by providing 

all weather housing units with water, kitchen and toilet 

facilities. The Mission comprehensively addresses the 

commitment in achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals: goal 1 of no poverty, goal 5 of gender equality, 

goal 6 of clean water and sanitation, goal 11 of 

sustainable cities and communities, and goal 13 of 

climate action.

1.2 Effectiveness

PMAY-U has scaled up the program for delivery of 

affordable housing units multiple times compared to its' 

predecessor schemes and brought its focus towards 

'Housing for All'. So far PMAY-U achieved a milestone of 

sanctioning more than 11.4 million houses. More than 9 

million houses have been grounded for construction of 

which, nearly 5.4 million houses have been completed 

and delivered to the bene�ciaries.

1.3 E�ciency

Unlike earlier Schemes of housing development, the 

Mission follows a multi-pronged approach and provides 

a set of options to bene�ciaries to choose from as per 

their eligibility (one out of the four verticals) and 

preference. It builds on a bottom-up demand driven 

approach. It is implemented on cafeteria approach, 

wherein the States and ULBs have the freedom to 

choose from the four implementation verticals based on 

the local demand. The Mission is highly relevant and has 

appropriately developed different design elements over 

the time to meet the needs of the different target groups 

for housing and digni�ed living. 

1.4 Institutional Sustainability

The Mission adopts a demand driven approach 

strengthening the ethos of cooperative federalism. 

There is presence of National and State level institutions 

PMAY(U) is one of the

LARGEST HOUSING PROGRAMS 

in the world

PMAY(U) provides all-weather pucca 

houses to eligible families with civic 

amenities in the urban areas of the 

country
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which provide a strong backing for the implementation 

of the Mission. The Mission uses various measures to 

ensure that intended bene�ts reach only to the genuine 

bene�ciaries for which various linkages have been 

placed with UIDAI portal for Aadhar validation of 

bene�ciaries, transfer of construction linked subsidy 

through Direct Bene�ciary Transfer (DBT) mode with 

PFMS and GIS based central MIS, etc. A comprehensive 

and robust MIS system has been developed which helps 

all stakeholders to seamlessly manage information and 

record-keeping pertaining to physical and �nancial 

progress. The MIS is equipped with �ve staged Geo-

tagging features and integrated with BHUVAN Portal of 

National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) and BHARAT MAP 

of National Informatics Centre (NIC) for monitoring the 

progress of construction of houses under the 

Bene�ciary Led Construction (BLC), In-Situ Slum 

Redevelopment (ISSR) and Affordable Housing In 

Partnership (AHP) verticals. The Management 

Information System (MIS) has also been integrated with 

CLSS Awas Portal (CLAP) for real- time monitoring,  

PMAY- Gurukul KnowledgeLab, UMANG Mobile App, NITI 

Aayog Dashboard and DBT Bharat  Portal  for 

dissemination of information.

1.5 Impact

Apart from the direct physical and �nancial progress, the 

Mission has propelled a cascading effect on the economy 

due to its backward and forward linkages which impact 

about 130 sectors of the economy. It is estimated that so 

far, construction activity under the Mission would have 

consumed approximately 745 lakh MT of cement and 169 

lakh MT of steel, as a much-needed impetus for the 

economy. In addition to this, other ancillary industries 

like hardware, �xture, paints, furniture, etc. create 

additional industrial activities. Further, it is also 

estimated that the Mission has been able to generate 

265 lakh jobs. Overall, the Mission addresses 'housing 

poverty' dimension by enabling housing ownership to 

the bene�ciaries that has signi�cant impact on overall 

'urban poverty' and improving the ontological security of 

the bene�ciaries.

1.6 Equity

The Mission is inclusive in nature, providing equal 

opportunity to all, irrespective of gender, caste, creed or 

religion. The implementation process gives preference 

to women, SC/ST/OBCs, minorities, persons with 

disabilities and transgenders. The Mission promotes 

empowerment of women by giving the ownership of the 

house in the name of female head of the household. 

Access to housing leads to signi�cant improvements in 

t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  s p e c i a l l y  o f 

vulnerable/economically weaker sections of the 

society. It overall creates a conducive and healthy 

environment  for happy and healthy living.

PMAY(U) adopts a 

demand driven approach 

strengthening the ethos of 

cooperative federalism

Due to its backward & forward 

linkages, the Mission impacts 

about 130 sectors of the 

economy.

Access to housing leads to 

signi�cant improvements in 

socio-economic status 

specially of vulnerable/

economically weaker sections

of the society.



 

• Inclusive approach in Urban Planning 

• Widening horizons through inclusivity- promoting 

healthy and liveable cities 

• Vision for a slum free India- approaches and 

strategies and implementation mechanisms

• Role of private sector in Affordable Housing 

• Impact of Real Estate Regulation Development Act 

(RERA).

• Model Tenancy Act (MTA) 2021, a game changer in 

India upcoming rental market

• Policy measures by Government of India in 

promoting Affordable Housing

• Global innovations and best practices in Affordable 

Housing

• Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) for 

an 'AatmaNirbhar Bharat' 

• New emerging construction technologies and 

opportunities for Technograhis to learn and adopt 

from Light House Projects (LHPs) with real time 

demonstration. Changing faces of construction 

practices in India. 

• Role of indigenous housing technologies in 

transforming Indian construction sector using local 

materials and practices. 

• Transformational role of innovative construction 

technologies in mass housing and large- scale 

adoption. Methods to make housing climate 

resilient by adopting environment friendly 

practices and meeting Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).

• Measures of Quality Control & Assurance in housing 

projects. 

2.1 Overview

Recognising the relevance of housing in day-to-day life 

of a household and the large number of stakeholders 

involved in the formal sector delivery of housing, the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) initiated 

'Awas par Samvaad', a platform for conducting 

workshops and seminars for multiple stakeholders.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) launched 

'Awas Par Samvaad' on the momentous occasion of sixth 

anniversary of the Mission on 25th June 2021. The unique 

initiative was conducted as an activity under 'Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav' (AKAM) to celebrate and commemorate 

75 years of progressive India. Based on the AKAM theme, 

75 workshops/seminars/webinars were hosted in 

different parts of the country to create awareness and 

promote discussion, deliberation and dissemination on 

'Housing for All' amongst multiple stakeholders. 

2.2 Objective 

Awas Par Samvaad aimed to deliberate, discuss, 

disseminate share learnings and knowledge on 'Housing 

in Urban Spaces' amongst multiple stakeholders 

belonging to varied streams of learning and practices 

e.g. engineering, urban community development, 

planning, �nance, etc. 

2.3 Themes

• Learnings and opportunities of 'Housing for All' 

mission 

• Transformational stories of PMAY-U 

• Vision of Urban India- 2050 

• Transforming Urban Landscape 

Interventions through PMAY-U Mission 

Inclusive Housing

Technology & Innovation
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2.4 Outcomes 

• 75 seminars/workshops were conducted across 

the Nation. 'Housing for All' Mission promoted 

housing as a subject with more practical and 

relevant experiences from the grassroot. 

• A platform for students, professionals and urban 

practitioners that enabled them to learn about 

government policies/frameworks for future 

application and implementation of housing 

programmes. 

• The seminars/ workshops triggered young minds to 

explore the realms of large scale government 

programmes and further bring in new perspectives 

in their dealings as professionals. 

• The seminars/ workshops set a precedent for 

educational institutions to conduct more 

programmes as a part of their curriculum, 

addressing the universality of housing from various 

perspectives. 

• The events created a buzz around housing among 

various stakeholders by wide media coverage of 

events by institutions. 

• Mainstreaming Economically Weaker Sections 

(EWS) into the formal banking sector. 

• Empowering young professionals and Middle-

Income Group (MIG) to own a house through Credit 

Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS).

• Role of Banks, Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) 

and Micro-Finance Institutions (MFIs) in facilitating 

• access to �nance for urban poor in all verticals of 

PMAY(U).

• Contribution of CLSS in reaching out to all sections 

of society for achieving the goal of Housing for All. 

• Creating conducive housing eco-system in order to 

enable to facilitate stakeholder participation such 

as builders-bankers-bene�ciaries (BBB) at City 

level.

• Signi�cance of social mobilization and community 

engagement in social housing projects including 

adoption and acceptance of new environment. 

• Transformational changes in the life of PMAY (U) 

bene�ciary. 

• Ways to promote cohesive living in group housing 

projects, managing & maintaining common 

infrastructure, parks and community services. 

• Good practices to encourage live-work-play 

opportunities in group housing projects. 

• Role of social workers as change agents in 

addressing issues through advocacy ensuring 

satisfactory delivery of services. 

• Relevance of social audit in housing programmes 

and ways to make it effective. Formation and 

functioning of Residents Welfare Associations 

(RWAs). 

Social Mobilisation

Financial Inclusions

Awas Par Samvaad initiated

awarness about affordable

housing sector in educational

Institutions



Awas Par Samvaad- an unique initiative launched by 

PMAY-U, to celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav through  

75 workshops/ seminars  through Educational 

Institutions, Bankers & Housing Finance Companies 

from across the nation commemorating 75 years of 

Independence.  

A �rst of its kind activity in the urban housing sector, 

where eminent speakers, domain experts, academia and 

most importantly the future of the country - budding 

professional students from various academic streams 

had come together under one platform to discuss, 

deliberate, question, think out of the box and emerge 

with solutions and ideas which will bring innovation in 

the policy making paradigm of urban housing sector

Panel discussions were conducted on select themes like 

(i) Interventions through PMAY-U Mission, (ii) Inclusive 

Housing, (iii) Technology and Innovation, (iv)Financial 

Inclusion, and (v) Social Mobilisation.  These discussions 

also included interactions with PMAY (U) bene�ciaries 

from the four verticals on life transformation.  

Discussions among panelists and participants clearly 

indicated an out of the box thinking, bringing forth 

creative ideas, problem solving techniques and 

futuristic thinking.  More than 25,000 professionals 

participated in these seminars conducted by 75 

Educational Institutions, Bankers & Housing Finance 

Companies in association with State/UT governments.

Process: The Ministry developed a dedicated website 

through which Educational and Financial Institutions 

could register their organization. Further after going 

through the SoP they had identi�ed the theme on which 

they propose to conduct the 'Samvaad'.  A proposal with 

approval from the institution is forwarded to the 

respective State/UT Governments for moderation and 

approval.  

The approved seminars were then forwarded to MoHUA  

for approval and generation of 'Awas Par Samvaad’ 

schedule. MoHUA had provided a theme wise  'Awas Par 

Samvaad'  KIT which institutions could download and 

present during the seminar.  The kit consisted of three 

capsules viz., 

(I) Showcasing of PMAY (U) short �lms

(II) live interaction on the life transformation stories of 

bene�ciaries

(III) theme speci�c data and reference materials. 

The seminars/ workshops were either conducted 

OFFLINE or ONLINE mode, irrespective to which every 

institution provided a WEBCAST link for wider reach and 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e 

workshops/seminars consisted of four sessions of 

around 40 minutes each. 

Seminars/

Workshops75
through Educational

Institutions, Bankers & Housing 

Finance Companies across 

India celebrating 75 years of 

Independence 

Interventions
through PMAY-U 

Inclusive 

Housing

Technology & 
Innovation

Financial 
Inclusion

Social
Mobilisation

THEMES
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 Highlights and key lessons/actions of each workshop 

were reported in  by institutions through blog posts, 

press releases of local media.  These seminars/ 

workshops were  also widely propagated through  

respective websites of institutions/ universities, social 

media handles such as Facebook, Twitter by MoHUA, 

State/ UT Governments and individual/ organisational 

accounts. 

Institutions uploaded the proceedings of the workshops 

along with photos, videos, YouTube links, and list of 

participants amongst others on the MoHUA website. 

Participants could download a e-certi�cate of 

participation from the website after a OTP validation. 

The e-certi�cate was attested by MoHUA, UN-Habitat 

respective State/UT Governments and Institutions/ 

Universities.

Institutions identi�ed the speakers and panelists of 

national and international repute who proactively voiced 

their views on the subject apart from throwing light on 

few lessons learnt from the 'Housing Programme'and 

determining what could probably be the future course 

correction to indeed make Housing for All a reality. 

In order to bring in international experience and 

knowledge sharing MoHUA, associated with UN-Habitat 

which had brought in their learnings from across the 

globe and discussed the same during various of the 

seminars conducted by Institutions.

More than 25,000 professionals participated in these 

seminars conducted by 75 Educational Institutions, 

Bankers & Housing Finance Companies in association 

with State/UT governments.

PROFESSIONALS25,000 PARTICIPATED
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Theme-wise key recommendations are illustrated 

below: 

4.1 Interventions through PMAY-U Mission 

• Workshops/ seminars focusing on interventions 

through PMAY(U) focused on the achievements 

under the Mission, bene�ciary testimonials and 

success stories, overall outcome achieved through 

the Mission and the learnings from six years of 

implementation. 

• Speakers also appreciated that unlike the earlier 

housing schemes, the money is being directly 

transferred to bene�ciary account through DBT. 

They emphasised that the direct transfer has 

enhanced transparency in delivery and built 

con�dence in the bene�ciaries about the 

Government. 

• There were several deliberations on how the Mission 

is promoting women empowerment. It was 

highlighted that by giving the house on the name of 

female head of the household, it has enhanced the 

sense of security in the lives of women. It was also 

highlighted that building a toilet within the house 

has added to the sense of security and hygiene 

specially for the women of the household. 

• In many webinars/ workshops, bene�ciaries of 

PMAY(U) were invited to share their experiences of 

receiving �nancial assistance under PMAY(U). 

Bene�ciaries across the country shared their 

stories and emphasised how the Mission has been 

instrumental in helping them build/ buy their own 

houses.  They brought  forward their  l i fe 

transformation stories. 

• Other speakers from respective State/UT 

Governments also highlighted on the l ife 

transformation the Mission has brought to the lives 

of the bene�ciaries. They focused on how building 

or purchasing a house through the Mission has 

enhanced the dignity and social status of the 

house. They also brought to notice the indirect 

bene�ts of house like improved access to 

education, enhanced public health and livelihood 

opportunities. 

• The speakers suggested that existing Government 

schemes of Central Government like Jan Dhan 

Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 

Swasthya Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 

Jyoti Bima Yojana should be linked with the 

bene�ciary data of PMAY(U) which would enhance 

the coverage of formal sector banking and 

insurance.  

• While on the other hand, speakers stressed upon 

the need to enhance the supply of land for 

affordable housing. They highlighted that non-

availability of land at the level of an ULB is one of the 

major challenges faced by the affordable housing 

sector. They suggested the issue might be resolved 

by creating land banks at city-level and reserving 

land speci�cally for affordable housing. 

There is a need to enhance the

supply of land for affordable 

housing

Building or purchasing a house

under the Mission has enhanced

the dignity and social status of 

the household 
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uptaking innovative construction technologies, 

enhancing coverage of  �nancing to  the 

bene�ciaries. These initiatives have overall added 

�llip to the housing demand and achievements 

under the Mission. This was brought to attention in 

multiple deliberations by respective State 

Government o�cials. 

4.2 Inclusive Housing 

• Speakers mostly began by emphasising the 

universally accepted right to adequate housing. 

They also drew from international case studies and 

experiences. They discussed the importance of 

Housing in successfully meeting SDG-11 of 

sustainable communities and cities. 

• There were deliberations on the topics revolving 

around �exible housing design, rental housing 

policies, diversifying housing tenure and the 

replicability of globally best practices in the Indian 

context.

• Speakers highlighted that urban housing needs of 

slum areas should be given priority and must have 

an all-inclusive participative approach which takes 

the views of slum-dwellers right from the 

conception stage of the slum rehabilitation 

projects. 

• Speakers suggested that State government may 

develop welfare-oriented housing policies/ 

schemes like patta distribution, in-situ land 

ownership rights with basic infrastructure and 

livelihood opportunities. 

• It was discussed that paradigm shift in addressing 

'bene�ciaries' as 'stakeholders' considering their 

• Speci�cally, for BLC vertical, it was deliberated that 

the vertical gave the bene�ciaries the freedom to 

build their own houses as per their immediate and 

future needs. It was discussed that being the most 

popular vertical under PMAY(U), BLC has the 

potential to be scaled-up and be key to solving 

future housing demand of the country. 

• Speci�cally, for AHP vertical, speakers suggested 

that there is a need for policy changes at the level of 

State Governments where land-use change could be 

facilitated. They also stressed on the issue of delay 

in construction permits and other statutory 

approvals. After deliberations, it was agreed that 

encouraging the single window clearance for 

affordable housing sector may be one of the 

solutions to the issue. 

• Speci�cally, for the ISSR vertical, speakers brought 

to attention the importance of involvement of 

Government in the slum rehabilitation processes 

alongwith the developers. They believed that the 

developers should be supplemented with relocation 

allowance to make the project �nancially viable for 

the developers. It was also highlighted that the 

existing model of ISSR has had a slow progress and 

the Ministry needs to think of more innovative ways 

for solving the slum problem in smaller cities. 

• As land and colonisation is a State subject and the 

Central Government is in the advisory role, several 

State Governments have taken their own initiatives 

like providing pattas, relaxing stamp duties, 

Right to adequate housing 
is universally accepted  

BLC has the potential to be 

scaled-up and be key to solving 

future housing demand of the 

country



• While political will is in favour and works for Slum 

Redevelopment for such housing programmes to 

see success, strong political will is essential.  

Hence the government should also create an 

enabled environment that promotes political will 

and support.  Housing policy should also be 

assessed on the demand and supply perspective as 

outcomes of such programmes are always 

vulnerable to the market situations.

• Rehabilitation/ redevelopment of slums may not be 

shifted to peri urban areas due to increasing land 

value.  Instead, they could be within the cities 

making them more navigable, inclusive and 

productive.

• Speakers  a lso  h igh l ighted  the  need for 

amalgamating affordable housing with urban 

planning. Citing case studies, speakers highlighted 

that proper allocation of resources and following 

topography may prevent residents from being 

adversely impacted by disasters such as �ooding, 

cyclones and seasonal water logging. 

• There were deliberations on the importance of 

livelihood programmes in concurrence with 

housing initiatives. Speakers brought to attention 

that the livelihood of urban poor depend majorly on 

the places of their residence. So, for making any 

housing design successful there is a need to 

amalgamate housing design with livelihood 

opportunities on a micro scale and housing policies 

with livelihood programmes on a macro scale. 

• Another recurring theme of discussion was slum 

�nancial, physical and emotional involvement in the 

housing schemes.

• The focus should be on sustainable development 

that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their needs. Sustainability and resilience can 

be promoted through a combination of strategies 

such as integrated urban planning, identifying 

synergies between disaster risk reduction and 

adaptation, building e�ciency, quality driven 

construction, promoting green buildings and 

sustainable transport. 

• Central Ministry may adopt an integrated approach 

by increasing the participation of third sector 

partners as change agents to work with urban poor 

communities.  These partners can help promote 

cohesive living in group housing projects, managing 

& maintaining common infrastructure, parks and 

community services. They will also address issues 

through advocacy and ensure balance between 

governments – builders- urban poor.

 

• Housing development programs have mutated over 

the years should pave way for “Assisted Self Help 

Housing Program” for enabling land and housing 

market which addresses the social aspiration of the 

urban poor by making land available for affordable 

housing projects, �nancing support infrastructure 

and providing technological support.

Rehabilitation/ redevelopment 

of slums may not be shifted 

to peri urban areas due to 

increasing land value

The focus should be on 

sustainable development 

that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising

the ability of future generations 

to meet their needs



market and demand measures to enhance the 

uptake of innovative and alternative building 

construction practices. They also highlighted that 

there is a need to bring in construction systems 

which are resource e�cient, environmentally 

responsible, climate responsive, sustainable, 

disaster resilient, faster, structurally & functionally 

superior. 

• Sustainability and resilience can be promoted 

through a combination of strategies such as 

integrated urban planning, identifying synergies 

between disaster risk reduction and adaptation, 

building e�ciency of urban service quality and 

delivery and promoting green buildings and 

sustainable transport. 

• Through the sessions on technology and 

innovations, it was highlighted that in order to meet 

the humongous housing demand of India, there is a 

need to fasten the pace of construction. It was also 

suggested that housing construction technology 

will also be bene�cial in building climate resilient 

and disaster resistant buildings. 

• Speakers highlighted an inventory of housing 

rehabilitation projects. Experts opined that most of 

the slum rehabilitation programmes focused on 

relocation and often these new housing projects 

were located on the fringes of the cities. These 

fringes lacked the livelihood opportunities for the 

slum dwellers because of which the occupancy of 

the new projects remained low and slums kept 

getting denser. They appreciated programmes like 

ISSR which promote in-situ slum redevelopment but 

at the same time highlighted the meagre success of 

the vertical. They opined that the vertical needs 

further incentives for the private developer and also 

varied strategies for different scales of the cities in 

the country. They highlighted that in order to make 

our cities inclusive and provide every urban citizen 

a right on the city, we have to plan inclusive urban 

fabric which includes access to all major 

infrastructure including availability of affordable 

housing within the city.

• There were opinions around involvement of private 

sector in the delivery of affordable housing in India. 

It was suggested that to reach such a large 

population there is a need to partner with private 

sector for effective dissemination of affordable 

housing. The demand is huge, but the market is 

skewed. There is a need to redistribute �nancial 

resources in the real estate market to enhance the 

reach of affordable housing sector. 

4.3 Technology and Innovation

• There is a need to use technology driven 

construction methodologies in large scale housing 

as innovative construction systems are resource 

e�cient, environmentally responsible, climate 

responsive, sustainable, disaster resilient, faster, 

structurally & functionally superior. 

• A common theme that emerged across the sessions 

was that the construction sector in the country is in 

the need of a paradigm shift. Speakers highlighted 

that we need to work together through policy, 

There is a need for construction

systems that are :  

Resource E�cient

Environmentally Responsible

Climate Responsive

Sustainable

Disaster Resilient

Faster

Structurally & Functionally 

Superior



• The initial cost of alternate and innovative 

technologies is high currently due to low market 

capture. It was deliberated that the economies of 

scale concept be applied and the demand for 

construction technologies be expanded to make it 

affordable and cost e�cient. The experts 

suggested the Ministry that the cost of buidling 

through innovative construction technologies will 

be reduced once the market capture is spread 

across the country. There is a need to imagine end-

to-end construction systems locally and ensure 

their pro�tability and scalability to enhance their 

feasibility. 

• It was also highlighted that India is a tropical 

country, therefore, the need for heating and cooling 

both are extremely high during the respective 

winter and summer season. There are parts of India 

that are in constant need of heating (Himalayan 

belt) and cooling (the southern peninsular part). 

These temperature controlling activities are 

massively energy intensive. There is a need to make 

our buildings thermally comfortable so that the 

energy requirement is reduced. Further, it was 

opined that a household spends maximum amount 

in heating/cooling the space in their energy 

consumption. Therefore, making a housing 

thermally comfortable will also enhance the life-

cycle affordability of the house by reducing the 

operational cost. 

4.4 Financial Inclusion 

• F inanc ia l  i nc lus ion  and  ma ins t reaming 

economically weaker sections (EWS) Low Income 

Groups (LIG) and slum-dwellers into the formal 

banking sector should be given priority under 

affordable housing and slum redevelopment.  

Bridge loans should be accessible, this requires 

strong advocacy of governments with the banking 

sector.

technologies being used in AHP and ISSR projects. 

They also praised the efforts of the Ministry in 

promoting Light House Projects. They opined that 

LHPs would be harbinger of mainstreaming the use 

of construction technologies in affordable housing 

projects. 

• Deliberations were also held on structural stability 

of buildings and the need for them in earthquake 

prone regions. They also highl ighted the 

construction technologies suitable for different 

geo-climatic zones of India.

 

• Speakers also brought to attention the need of 

encouraging alternative building materials and 

construction practices. They highlighted that in 

order to sustainably grow the construction agency 

in India there is a huge opportunity and need to 

explore concepts of recycling construction 

materials and adopting circular economy 

approaches. 

• Another important topic of discussion as about 

qual i ty  assurance and qual i ty  control  in 

construction practices. Experts opined that use of 

construction technologies can assure a uniform 

quality throughout the building. They also 

highlighted national standards and quality control 

measures for managing the quality of affordable 

housing construction. 

Focus on structural stability 

of buildings

Prepare an inventory of housing 

technologies being used in 

AHP and ISSR projects



• A common theme emerged from most of the 

deliberations that in a democracy such as ours, 

social mobilisation becomes one of the most 

important components of social welfare projects. 

In a socio-economically diverse context such as 

ours, there is a need to build advocacy mechanisms 

where various socio-economic groups can reach a 

common consensus.

• Here the focus was also brought on design of 

housing. Architects discussed how community 

mobilisation can be achieved through design 

elements of affordable housing. They brought to 

attention that a lot of di�culties arise when people 

move to vertical buildings, it needs major lifestyle 

changes. These challenges could be resolved if 

community is involved in designing process and the 

design is sensitive to the need of the community.   

• Speakers congratulated the Ministry for bringing 

forth a vertical like CLSS and its wide coverage. 

They also brought to notice the need for housing 

�nance and how it impacts the economy overall. 

• Speci�cally, for the CLSS vertical, speakers 

appreciated the inclusion of Middle-Income Group 

in the bene�ciaries of PMAY(U). They also 

highlighted the multiplier impact the subsidy has 

had on the overall banking sector. It was suggested 

that schemes like CLSS should be expanded & made 

available for �rst time home buyers compulsorily. 

• It was highlighted that bene�ciaries under PMAY(U) 

other than CLSS could be linked with banks or other 

�nancial institutions for their loan requirements. 

Enhancing access to formal sector housing �nance 

will enhance the affordability of house for the 

bene�ciaries, make the arrangement of bene�ciary 

contribution easier. 

• Speakers brought to the stage the need for 

mainstreaming formal sector �nancing in 

economically weaker sections as these people end 

up paying higher mortgage rate when accessing 

�nance from informal sector. 

4.5 Social Mobilisation 

• Through a lot of sessions, the focus was brought 

upon the role of social mobilisation in the Mission. 

Speakers brought to notice of the audience that 

social workers through instruments of advocacy 

and community participation are one of the key 

reasons for the success of the Mission and ensuring 

delivery. 

Instruments of advocacy &

community participation 

are one of the key reasons for 

the success of the Mission 

and ensuring delivery

Bridge loans should be accessible, 

this requires strong advocacy of 

governments with the banking 

sector



CHAPTER 5: 
MEDIA OUTREACH & COVERAGE 

Awas Par Samvaad evinced enthusiastic participation 

from several institutions and organisations. A �rst-of-

its-kind initiative in the urban housing sector created a 

platform for students, professionals and urban 

practitioners to enable them to learn about government 

policies/frameworks for future application and 

implementation of housing programmes and also give a 

new perspective in their dealings as professionals. The 

panel discussions were conducted on selected themes. 

The seminar in SPA Delhi was attended by Shri Durga 

Shanker Mishra, former Secretary, Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Shri Surendrakumar Bagde, 

Additional Secretary, (H&V), MoHUA. Addressing the 

seminar, Shri Mishra called for developing cities with 

affordable, liveable and houses having all-basic facilities 

to accommodate the increasing urban population and to 

achieve Hon'ble Prime Minister's Vision India@2047. 

Meanwhile, the curtains came down for Awas Par 

Samvaad in October during 'Azadi@75 New Urban India: 

Transforming Urban Landscape' Conference-cum-Expo 

held in Lucknow. The 75th workshop was conducted at 

the event in the presence of Shri Amrit Abh�at, Principal 

Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh and other noted 

dignitaries. 

Details about the initiative, programme particulars, 

dates on which workshops are being hosted were 

extensively shared on social media platforms for wider 

outreach and dissemination. The institutes which 

participated in Awas Par Samvaad were also asked to 

share the details on their respective social media pages 

which were re-tweeted/re-posted by HFA on the main 

accounts. 

Close to over 200 distinct posts were shared across all 

social media platforms, including that of HFA handle, 

while some of the sessions were also streamed live for 

better outreach.  Here are a few posts to give our readers 

a better insight:





The remarkable response which Awas Par Samvaad 

received was quite evident from the largescale 

participation of students, academicians, and other 

stakeholders. And, also so much so that a beautiful 

sandart on the initiative was also shared by renowned 

sand artist Shri Sudarsan Pattnaik on his social media 

accounts. The particular tweet by Shri Pattanik was 

largely shared and helped in informing the people about 

Awas Par  Samvaad.  Secretary,  MoHUA,  a lso 

complimented Shri Pattnaik for the brilliant work. 





Press Coverage



Press Coverage



Press Coverage
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